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wang; His Kingdom taving fifſered » weak Miſeries = 
979 "Callditites for" ſeveral” Ages and Generations 


-©) paſt; andof Tate have been in a ſhaking unſtable 
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of Faith i is Sin, and 
wadet in his own mind: 
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the © Prince of Darkneſs, who _—_ in the Hearts of the ag 
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© paſt; andof late have been in a thaking unſtable 
51147 28tats and: Condition,” -by -reaſon of the great 
. Animoſities and Diviſi 10ns amongſt the Inhabt- 
EEofpecratly'toucking matters mecrly concernin g 
-which'Hlohe belongs 'ts' the Great God to 
jb rpg hoſe Prerogative Alone it is to rule inthe 
Confoiencesof-Menz! for whatſoever i is not 6f Faith is Sin, and 
the Scrdptuves fabth, — one be fl ull ly perſeagell 3 in his owis mind* 
Andmawrach Navedarle ried Re 'df Mankind, that tho: 
his underftandingbe1ſs Uakibed, 4nd: lis mind thus blinded by 


tanth 


the = wo of Darkneſs, who rules in the Hearts of the Children 
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of Men, that he is always aſpiring, and meddlipg with thofe- . 
. matters that God hath reſerved alone to himſelf, viz. to preſcribe 
Rules, and make Orders for the Worſhip of God; tho the Lord: 
bath threatned, that becauſe their fear tohim is taught by Mens 
Precepts, he,will p roceced to do a marvellous work,and a wonders. 
for the wiſdors of thetr wiſe men ſhall Periſh, &c. Jer. 29. 13, 14. Not- 
withſtandingtho men generally in this Kingdom prafeſs Scrip- 
ture to be their Rule, yet with what Violence and Cruelty hath. 
the contrary been praftiſed ? what Laws have been made under 
ſevere Penalties, to force People to thisor that Religion, whe- 
ther they have Faith init or no ? ar whether it be the true Reli- 
cionorno? for tho ſome that have been viglent in forcing,,.yet - 
conctudes there is no-infallihiJity,” and ſo as fome have been-thus 
wicked in forcing, others weak in” conforming. having beenthys 
put on the Rack either to ſuffer the loſs of all thats near and dear 
to them in this World, or'make Shipwrack of Faith or a good 
- Conſcience, and of everlaſting Life in the World; to come; 
but othegs have been fo ſtedfaſt and reſolved, 6 as. nat to Wound 
or D. file their Cenſcience, what Sufferings both in-Prifons and. 
ſpoyling of Goods have ſuch undergone, this preſent Generati- 
on may afford pregnant and plentiful Examples. 
_ [And now on ſeriots conſideration of thoſe violent Prattices, 
in forcing in matters'of Religion,and generally byMen of no true 
Religion, the forcing of many contrary totheir .Conſciences, 
£0 prefervetheir outward Intereſt, and raining,others, who choſe 
rather to Joſe their outward Concerns, to preſerye their 'Con- 
ſcience; whether this hath not been one of: the greateſt cauſes 
of thoſe great Revolutions, Devaltatians; and Overtgrnings 
that haye happened in theſe latter.,Days, let the wiſe *zy Heart 
zudg. | re=411.4 DIE RH RERRF f + ; 
And then what gar better tepd to.the Stability; Peace and Uni- 
on of the Ringdom,then the removing the cauſes aforeſaid? wx. 
thoſe Laws by which many -conſcientious People have been De- 
{Kroyeo, and others divided in thzir Hearts onefrom another, 
2nd ſet one againft another :;; and indeed eventhe worſe of Men 
Jet looſe to ſerve the Devil,& conlcientions People prohibited to. 
ſerve Cod.in the. way they were fully perſmaded God required of. 


them. | 
|. [ And a 
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And the Lotd having now putit into the Heart of our King 
to relieve-many under thoſe great Oppreffions, and topropeſe a - 
way for a fiture Settlements as by his Princely. Declaration is ex- 
pred, 4n which he hath exceeded all his Anceſtors that went be- 
fore him ;*of what weight is it for all his Loyal Subj.Asto joyn 
Heaitand Hand with him in this Bleſſed Work, 19 much tending 
to the Glory cf- Almighty. God , the Honour of the King 
and the Peace and Tranquility of this Kingdom ? Ho 

And now there being a Generation of Men that appears great- 
ly in, oppoſition eo this Work, ſo happily begun, contrary to 
the expectations of many, which as the Heart of the King is 
upright-before the Lord, the Everlaſting God will Rand by him 
therein, and fruſtrate all the Councels of thoſe that oppoſe hin, 
whick generally are ſuch whoſe Intereſt is greatly concerned 
therein, who may greatly: pretend Worſhip, as fomectinzes De- 
metrizs.the SH{ver-Smith did when his Craft was in danger. 

And now there baing ſeveral able Pens that have writ on this 
SubjeR, to aſſert the. Rights of' Liberty of Cenſcience, and An- 
ſwer the great ObjeCtion to the contrary, viz. Th. if theſe Laws 
and Tefts be taken away, the great danger that may enſue thereby, even 
the flowing in of Popery like a Flood, _ Es 

Which ObjeCtion, tho it have been ſufficiently anſwered, yet 
It was before me-to caſt in my Mite, and offer a few Lines on 
this account, having taken rotice of acertain Parmphlet cntitu- 
led, A Letter to 4 Difſenter, and ſome Paſſages therein its not 
my purpoſe to anſwer Particulars, it being ſufficiently done by 
other Hands: Thedrift of that Paper feems to ſhew the dan- 
ger of Repealing the Teſts, as ifthere wee no other way to keep 


| out Popery; whoſe Principles and Prettice have been ſo Dange- 


rous and Cruel, inſinuating as if allthe promiſes of free Liberty 
in theKings Declaration were but pretenccs to bring in a grea- 
ter Bondage, and that thoſe Addrefſcs tohim were tirſt drawn 
for that purpoſe ; and indeed, as if t'.eKing in his D-claration 
were not Sincere but Falacious; alſo intimating how fafe it may 
be for the Church of England to be continued in Power, & what In 
dulgence ſhe may give, ſaying,p- 5. 1f yon had to donith thoſe ridged 
Prel.tes, who made it a matter of Conſeience to give you the leaſt - 
Indulgence, &c. but kept you at - uncharitable Diftarice, and even 
| WF © is 


(*4); - 
tv your: mort. neaſpiable Scruples continued” ſtiff and inexvy able: 
+ For anſwer, What kept out Popery beforethe'Teſt was made ?. 
itbeing but about fifteen-Years old, and: whether it may not be. 
kept out for. the future without the Teſt as wellas before ?- it 
{cems tonic that inqysuthcient have been propoſed. * ''; |! © 


. And asfor the Kings fihcerity in his Declaration: for Liberty of 
Conſcience, what could he have done+more then he bath done to 
aflure his SutFefts of his reallity therein, and that they may cen- 
fide in him accordingly ? but theſe' Pears ſeems ts ariſe from 
groundleſs Jealouſics, rather the juſt-cauſe; and evil Suſpition u- 
ſually proceeding from an evil Diſpoſition, that would uphs1d its - 
own. Intereſt more then the | publick-Goad, :and would have a Li- 
| berty to keep others in Bondage: © | JR 2008 
_. Andas to. what the Churchof* England may do te give Indul- 
_ gence,.and that.if you had to do with thoſe ridged Prelates, &c. 

{omeof their.former PraCtices and Refolves may ſufficiently ma- 

nifeſt,: whereof ſome Inſtances may 'be given; I niay give two, 
fir.the Orders of the Quarter Seſſions in'the'Connty of Devor, . 
three of them in Print coming to my Hand; the firft, the tenth 
of Farnary 1681. the ſecond, the:twenty fifth of April 1682. 
ard the third, the ſecond of Oftober 1683. toall of them is annex- 
cd the great Approbation. and: Commendation of the Biſhop of 
E x2, with his order for ail the Clergy in his Dioceſs/ to publiſh - 
the ſame the next Sunday after tendred tothem'+' I think it too- 
large to expoſe them all in Print, but think it: convenient to; 

Print the laft of 'them,-and 1 fhall mention Particulars of their 

Reſelves in the former,. with ſome Obſervations thereon, and 

then leave 1: to the Maderate tojudg. oo RD 
But before .I go on with this, 4ticomingto my mind what the 

Anthor. of. the Letter: ſaith, iz. It #5-met:fo long, fmce'as tobe 
fergotten, that the Maxim was, That'it is impoſſible for a Difſen- 
rernct tolte a Rebil. 1 may give afew Words in Anſwer bere- 

unto. ..: | QHt«S 4s e294 M1 ofE « o AMI AUC Pore, ©. 

. It ſeems! this 'to. Bethe MaximofP' the Church of -Enpland, 1 
ſappoſe none queſtions but that *theBiſhop,\ Juſtices? and Grand * 

Jury of the County of. Dever, were'Church of England Men. And. 
* intheir Preface to the firſt Order, of the tenth of Fannary 168 1. 
they thus expreis tacmielyes, wiz. | 


& For 
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op &Foraſtmich as Religion is the Foundation of Civil Govern- © 
-* *ment, and while Faction and Schiſm is allowed and-permitted 


* inthe Church, we can never expect Peace and Quiet in the 
<« State; andobſcrving at this time (as we have by ſad Experi- 


«ence heretofore) that thoſe that diſſent from ns, in our Eſta- 


& bliſked Religion, of what Perſwaſion ſoever, tho at ſeeming 
& Variance and Difference among themſelves, yet they agree in 
« their wicked attemps upen the Government, and their traiter- 


© ous Plots and Deſigns againſt the Kings ſacred Perſon— And. 


« therefore do unanimouſly. reſolve effeually to put the Laws in 
« Execution againft all Diſſenters, whether Papifts or Seftaries. 
And' ſs by-this1ts: manifeſt that its their Maxim'; and fo you 
may ſee what Quarter.the. Diſſenters are like to have from 
the Church of Ergland. . And in their Order of the ſecond of 
Ofober 1683. they thus expreſs themſelves, ©* We have been ſo 
« abundantly convincd of the Seditious and Rebellious Practi- 
es of the' Setarics and Phxnaticks, who through the conrfe of 


. <zn Hundred Years, ſince we-were firſt infeted with *em, have 


© ſcarce afforded this unhappy Kingdom any interval of reſt from 
© their Horrid Treaſons, as that we muſteſteem *em, not only 
«the open Enemies of our eſtabliſhed Government, butto all 
the common Principles -of” Society card Homenity it "ſelf; 


| Gyhereforethat we may preventtheir horrid Conſpiractes for 


< time to come, werelolve ro pot the ſeverefFof the'Taws(which 
«we find too Eafie and Gentle, -nnleſs enlivened by a vigorous 


« Execution) in force againſt *eim. -- Now obſerve; ! | | 
O how horrible Zealous and Charitable are theſe Church Men 
of England? it ſeemsnothing but a'vigorous'Exetutionof \thoſe 
Laws will ferve their tnrn, , and what theſe" Laws arc thay be feen 
in a Book, lately put forth, * called Draconica; 'whith onewhere- 
of at leaſt is Death without Conformity - - Are' theſe the 

old Friendsthat the Author of the Letter talks of? We may well 
fay; Prom MF Friends: Gord Lord deliver #5 far better venture to | 
calt our ſelves on the new : May. we not juſtly reaſon ar'the four 
Leperous'Men id, that were without the Gate of Samaria, | 
2 Kings: 3,4. That if they faid there they muſt Dye, and 
the"like if they went into the City, and then reſolved to fall 
into the Hofte of the Aſſrians, &c, And what is our caſe bet- 
| ter - 


Þ (6) 
ter in relation to curold Friends ? for by theſe Lawes, here is 
nothing but loſs of all viſible Enjoyments, for the Conventicle 
ACt will ſoon fetch all that away, and the Thirty fifth of E1;- 
zabtth takes Life and all, ard no Ranſo.n to be accepted, but 
the Shipwrack of a good Conſcience, and lo eyerlalting Life; a 
dear purchaſe indeed. 

And as for the former Wars in this Land, may not the ground 
of them,ia a great meaſure,be imputed to the violent Periccution 
of Church of Exgland Men againſt People for their Conſciences; 
and- as for the late Rebcllion, were none Ingaged therein but 
ſuch as theſe Men call Sedaries and Phanaiicks.? Its well known 
tothe contrary; Was not Adonmouth a Church of England Man ? 
And the Lord Gray a. Church of England Man? And other 
eminent Men who ſuffered, and-the moſt part of thoſe that were 
condemned on that account were ſuchas did frequent the fervice 
of the Church of Exgland.; ſo that the Church of England Men 
are xat the only, Men free of that which is caarged upon 
D:ſj:nters.. | : co 2 ONT 7 CY 

And in their Order of the Tenth of Famary 1681 they ſay 
& We order and agree thatall Church-Wardens and. Overſeers 
* for the Poor, that-thall give aud allow any Relief to any 
« that are able of Body, . and do nat -repair every. Sanday to 
& chcir. Pariſh. :Churchz and there abide Soberly. and Orderly 
« during the whole time of Divine; Service, no ſuch contribu- 
_ «jon inthe paſling their ACt ſhall be allowed. What Law 

there is for this [know rot; ſome wile Church Men of ſome 
eminency' have declared their .opinion otherwile, but it ſeems by 
this-Dewpenſbire Law, the Poor muſt come to Church or: Starve, 
and the: Biihop highly. approves this Ocder,, and faith. They that 
ſigned.st. (which were. T wenty eight Juſtices of the Peace) Have 
approved themſelves, good Subjetts to his Majrfty, true Sons of the 
Church of England,. and good Patriets of thiir Country , The Lord 


cwillhave Mercy, and not Sacrifice, but theſe Men will have Sa- 
crifice without Mercy: : je 2 
Andin their Qcder of the Twenty fifth of April 1682, they 
fay © Tnat no Perſon ſhall be permitted to keep Ale- Houſes, but 
* ſuch as repair to Church, and produce a Cerrificate that they 
6 hazeat leaſt rwice in the Year laſt paſt, received the _ 
EE | - cg 
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<©of the Lords Sipper, accordifig to thenufage of the Church to 
«© England; Obſerye,. it ſeems right or. wrong they muſt receire 
it, or not ſell Ale, tho they Eat and Drink their own Damnati- - 
on ;. its the uſage of the Church of England, but I find no ſuch 
uſagein the Church of Chriff; and now conkder here is Sacrifice ' 
required, but, no Mercy to Body nor Soul. | 

And in the fame Order they fay. © And we would have alt 
*<thoſe Schiſmatical FaCtious People, who vpbraid vs with tlie 


< countenancing Debauchery & Ludeneſs, to ok back vpon the 


©« late times,. and. they will find it: was their Schiſm and Rebel. 
« ljon. (and which was prologued with ſach an entry as'this too) 
« which at firſt weakened, and at laſt brake down the Banks of. 
« Government, and let in upon vs a deluge of Profairneſs and: 
<Irreligion = Theſe Men would ſeem greatly to be againftPro- ' 
fainneſs and Irreligion, and Zealovs for Worſhips znd Services ;; 
Have they forgot, that within the memory of tome yet: alive, 
how there was a Book for Recreation to bevuſed on. the Smnday: - 
for Dancing and other Sports, was this.to ſipyrets or incourage 
Profainnefs and Irreligion,and'by whom was that Book fet:forth, 


and ordeceetty be read in all Parifh Churches.in the Kingdom, 


and ſeveral. Miniſters ſuſpeaded for refuſing to read it *- aud. 
when the. Church of Zngland. (after atime of interruption) came: 
again.into.her Seat,what a Floodof.Wickednels followed, ſo that: 
the King was then pleaſed to giye forth a.Decliration azainſt it,. 
expreſſing that he was:aſhamed of their Drinking of Healths, 
and other tboleneſs;,, or tathat effeCt:;.. bo 

And now theſe. Men would riffow all the Dirttliey can vpon- 
Difſerters, ,and wipe their Mouthes, asif the Church.of' Zng- 
l=yd were the only, ſpotlefsAﬀ/embly ; there's an Eye: open that- 
ſees: themz. and* how conſciencions ſober Men: have. Siffered by: 
them,masy.of the Goals in this Kingdonvare- witneſſes thereof ; 
many. others Particulars may be taken notice of, in thzſe Orders. 
worthy of obſervation, wherein that Spirit is manifeſted, that: 
under the profeſſion of Zeal for God,. the Honour of the King, 
and the Preſervation of, the. Eſtavliſhed Religion (as they:fay) 
have Perfecuted and Ryined'many Sober: Coaſcious, and: Indu- 
ſtrious Families and! People; and the Biſhop bighly, applauds. 
theſe Orders, and'gives-order for the reading; of them: by the 
| EE | Clergy. 


J 
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Clergysof his Dioceſs,:in, their-Pariſh Churches, - and ſubſcribes 
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cauſe-the Authpr of the ſaid Leiter to Diſſenters Rith, 
; do 1 e r4dged Prelgtes, &c. I will give 
hinted, of a Prelate'noxr, or very 


07 708 06185 G01 lot 6c, 
We Juttice of the Peace, with ſome 
other. Juſtices, convicted a Meeting, of Difſexters, twelve Miles 


from their Homes, on the Oathes 'of two. credible Witneſſes, . 


toie T, We FO __ 
F 


one inſtance more as 


A certain Prelate a BE is 


as they ſay (one of which not long after was. conviaed for 
Perjury, and-ſtood in the Pillory for. the ſame) ;Seven of theſe 


$ 


away (tho NOt'L 
Aeven Horles'w 


they would ſtrip them,they ſhow 8 572 £0C mars ag Ll 
' ſtand; anda Concourſe of People coming about theth,” an | 
declaring their unchriſtian dealing with them, the Executioners 


Djiſſenters coming before the ſaid Prelate, oh Bifhop,and becabſe 


it was ſo far from their Homes, borrowed each of them a Horſe 
or Maretoride ; being fined ThirecFoundsA piece, & wereall 
kept Priſoners in the Biſhops Palace, until about ſevenat N ight 
itbeing in February, and in.the mean time alltheir Horſes take 
heir own, nor either of the Oxyners at the Meet- 
ing) and ſoldjpt conveyed them away ; the Horſes. were wortli 
Thirty two P&unds Ten Shillings,. the Owner of one of then re- 
deemed his Mare for Seven Pound ; ;anditbeing atledgedthat the 
ere not ſufficient to pay the Fine,they ordered them 


to be had to Nig Oreo of their Cloaths, it being dark; 
El 


about ſeven at Night, One of: the Diſſenters,. when they were 

come into the Street. id,. They, world nat fo into, a3 [in bye of 
let in the Sree. Th ters page 

d they 


werealmoſt aſhamed, and left the Priſoners, the' Townſmen, 


ſtanding by them, and proihjied perons Cloath ſhould be ts- 
ken from them, and fo th 


eo rexientd withithe-10ts of rhe ſeven” 


Now what the Author of the Leffer accounts ridgednels is" a' 
Queſtion, if theſs Ations do,not render theſe Men ridged Pre- 
lates, let Men of Moderation judg; many other particulars of Cru- 


e!ty may be inftanced,that Men of Civility and Humanity would 7 


even bluſh to hear of,ated by force of thoſe Laws(utterly contra- 


ry ro Chriſtianity and Humanity)ly Church of. England-Aden upon. 


ir Orders 


the Diſſenters, which theſe Devorſnire Men in one of the : 


= 


LY 
»* 


[| 

[ 9 ] 
doaccount the open Enemies to all the common principles of So- 
ciety and Humanity.itſelf; and now let the righteous juſt God 
judge between us, if Principles may be judged by Atttons, who 
are the greateſt Enemies to common principles of Society and 
Humanity ? and if theſe Church Men do intend what they ſay, 
what Conſcientions Man can enjoy a being amongſt chem, with- 
out Conformity to their O:ders ? | 

They further ſay in their Order of the twenty fifth of Aprel 
1682. © Having found the good effefts of the Order and Reſc- 
« Iutions agreed on laſt Seſſions, for the putting the Laws in Ex- 
& ecution againft Diſſcnters, it having wratght ſogreat a Re- 
<«< formation, and (1n thoſe parts where it was obſerved) redu- 
« ced moſt of thoſe wandering People into the Boſom of their 
« Mother Church, which they had unduritully forſaken, were 
& incouraged and reſolved cheartally to proceed in the M<thad 
« we have begun. ; | 

But the Everlaſting Almighty God hath beheld yon, and heard 
the. Cry of many poor Widows and Fatherleſs, who have been 


# 


cruſh*d by your oppreſlive Laws, and cruel Exc<c-tioners,and put 


a ſtop to your Carriere,- and at preſent put a limit to your Power 
for his Name ſake and Eletts ſake. 

- But now ler me alittle inquire into the good effect of your Or- 
ders and Reſolutions, &the great Reformacion wro::ghr th. re» y; 
you {ay, Yon bane reduced many wandering People mio the Boſe'm of - 
thewr Mother Charch, &c your m:aning 1s, they cone to Chi: ra, 
but are they converted conſcientioll, to come there, o: d h y 
come only for fear of yonr crael intentions to put the Laws in 
Excecu: ion upon them ? doubtleſs on the latter Account, anc © 
they are but Proſfelites or Hy pocrites ; ſeems ſich Members w:'l 
ſute wel with yourChurch,bur wha: Benefit: or eward are you l ke 
to have from Ged or Man,thns,to male P:oiclites or Hjpocrites ? 
how many poor Souls have youy by your cruel Laws, an! Excecy- 
tioners, made to violate their Conſciences, and make ſhipwrack 
of Faith ? I think the preſent thinneſs of your Allem"li:s may 
by tHis time convince you that you made but Hypocrirtes inſtead 
of Converts; conſider ſeriovlly, was it ever the PraCtice or Or- 
der of Chriſt or his Apoltles thus to force People to the Worthip 


- which he ſet up, and they praiced ? *'wasit not their way to 
Na | | G 


CONVIACE 


wo 
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[ 10 ] 

convince by a holy and humble Life and Converſation, and ſound 
DoCctrine? If you Objett, There were thenno Chriſtian Magi- 
ftrates; lanſwer, If Chriſt Feſus had ſeen need of them, for his 
Work, he could have Called and Converted them, but his way 
was to intreat and perſwade by Love, and rot to compel by 
Force. | | | | 

And now, O that you had Hearts, to underſtand, Eyes to 
ſee, and Ears to hear, for the Violence and Oppreſſion dane by 
you to many of the Lords People,and Repcnt ef your Doings,for 
God hath heard the Cry of the Opprelled, and is riſen for their 
Deliverance, and do not itrive to uphold thoſe Laws which God 
will remove, and be ſtil] and quiet, leaſt you be found Fighters 
againſt God, and the Lord break you to pleces. 

For what ever your Imaginations are, that God, that hath the 
Hearts ofKings in hisHand, hath put it into theHeart of ourKing, 
to relieve many of the Lords Oppreſſed People, & break the Yoak 
of the Oppreſlor, and the Lord will ſtand by himin this Work, 
and overthrow the Attempts, and confound the Counſels of them 
that oppoſe him; many harh been the eminent Neliverances and- 
Preſervations the Lord hath afford=<d him, and who knows but 
that he hath reſerved and brought him to the Crown for this very 
purpoſe ; for the Work is the Lords that he hath begun, & irs very 
acceptable to him, and what Peace and(Quietneſs tach his SubjzRs 
enjoyed under his Government ? only ſome thar dilturb them- 
ſelves with their own Fears, becauſe ſuch diſappointments are 
come upon them,ſo that they are ready to fret & curſe their God 
and their King, J/a. 8. 2i. And nothing will ſarisfie ſuck, but 
fuch Liberty to themſelyes, by which they may keep others 
in Bondage.. + | | 

I ay unto ſuch, Take heed how you meddle with Gods Prero- 
gative, his Rule in the Conſciences of People, he harh loag 
born with you on that account, and your time is now to-R-pent 
of what you have done, and not ftrivets keep ip that Power 
which God will deftroy ; and be contentto enjoy equal Liberty 
with your fellow S'je*ts, and letthoſe Laws and Tetts,by which 
People hath been rhus long euflaved,be taken awav, and thar ſuch 


a Magna Charta may be made, fo that it may never he ia-the 


Power of any Perſon or Perſonswhatſaever to Tyranize or bear 
| | | _ Rule 


\ 
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Rule over the Conſcience of any, or Ruin or Oppreſs them in 
their Perſons or Eftates on that account; but let every one walk 
in the way of his Ged, and Worſhip him as God ſhall perſwade 
kim in his Conſcience, and then fit down quietly under his own 
Vine, Afcah 4. 4- | - 

- Butits the great Artifice of that Spirit, that would ufarp A1- 
thority over the Conſcience, to - perſwade People, That if the 
Teſt be taken away, then Popery will comein. The Teft is but 
about fifteen Years 01d, and what hath kept it out before the Te/t, 
as 1s {aid before, Our Gods a God of Juſtice and Mercy, and 
he requires it of Men, and let it be doneto all, and truſt- God 
withtheevent ; do not People thus reafoning manifeſt their for- . | 
getfulneſs of God ? as indeed they have in making and ſeverely 
er Bhs thole Laws, to the Ruin of many Conſcientious 
People. | | 

And now I cannot well omit to obſerve the Spirit and Tem- 
per of the Author of the Letter to Difſenters, What Inſinvations 
he uſes; ſometimesas if the Church of England were blamed for 
Compliance, and accounted Trimmers for enduring Diſſenters, and 
then how ſafe is it to keep to them,and many Infſinuations againit 
the King, as his diſpencing Power, ( tho to ſave many of his 
Subjects from Ruin) and as if all he did were toadvance his own 
Prerogative, with many Infinuations tending to. alienate the 
Hearts of his Suabjefts from him, and then with a Spirit of high 
Arrogancy ſpeiks proudly, ſaying, What-ever may b told you at 
this very bour, and inthe heat and glare of your preſent Sun- ſhine, 
the Church'of England car in a moment bring Clouds again, and 
turn the Royal Thunder upon your Heads, blow you eff the Stage with 
a Breath, if She would give but a Smile, or akind Word, the leaſt 
glimps of Her Compliance would throw you back into: the ſtate of 
Sufferings, &C. _ : 

Now indeed, if we meaſure the Church of England by this 
Letter and the Devonſhire Order, and Refolves, we were of all 
People moſt Miferable, heweyer we are not affrighted at high 
Words, Pſa. 12.. 3. The Lord ſhall cut off. all flattering Lips, and 
the Tongue that ſpeaks proud things, But he. farther ſaith, the 
Church of England, with all. her Fanlts, chuſes rather to bear the 
wright of Power then ly under the burthen of her being Criminal: _ It 


+ I ſeems 
XS B 2 


Pl 


Ces Fe can Ln CO EEG - en nr wa Ritv-ogne 
ND COLI aw ISS. 2h _ gar een PRs 


OO 4 EE TONE TI . OE ET I En” 
PER - 7 ” bei 


| 


[ 12 ] 
Frems ſhe would be accounted Innocent with all the voiolenee, 
and Cruelty, Ruin and Spoyl, ſhe and her Purjured Informers, 
and enviousPrieſts hath done upon many honeſt conſciencious 
Men, but the juſt God will reckon with her for all; and | can- 
not yet beljeve that ſhe 1s ſo formidable, that the King or we 
have need of her ſmiles, or fear the want of them, what ver- 
tue they may be of to us we know net, the Informers and ſuck 
like have had them as yet, and indeed there muſt be a great 
change in her, or us if ever they fall to our lot; however we 


have lived under her cruel frowns, and are yer alive, tho ſhe 


frowns at that too, when God ſhall fulfil that which he hath 
ſpoken by the Month of the Propher, 7/z. 33. 1. Then let ſuch 
beware, and therefore its good for them not to be high minded, 


but fear : The Avthor ſaith, Ir canner be ſaid that fhe is unpro- 


wvoked: Books and Letters comes out every Day; It ſeems it is 
but by Books and Letters; &c. It is not by Goals, and ſpeyl- 


 Ingof Goods, and ruining of Widdows and Fatherleſs, as 


ſhe hath provoked God, and many of his People, and will ſhe 
now be offended that ſhe can do ſo no longer. Why fhonld fhe 
not be contented to enjoy equal Liberty with others. God for- 
bid thatany of usſhould do to her as ſhe hatli done to vs, and 
that for our Conſciences towards God; but if the Lord will 
do it, who or what can hinder it, but her timely and unfained 


 Repentance, 


And now my dear Country-Men that are Diſenters, by thoſe 
Papers before mentioned, you may ſee what is the minde of 
thoſe Church Aer, and therefore as the Lord puts an oppertuni- 
ty into your hands for future Liberty, be diligent to inprove it, . 
and uſe the beſt endeavors for the removing thoſe Laws and 
Teſts by which ſo many have cruelly ſuffered and truſt God, 
who will bring to paſs his great Work, and-if he have raiſed 
vpand preſerved the King for that purpaſs, and eudued: hinx 
with Wiſdom and Conrage for that end, lets truft him alſo in his 
Gracious Declaration, and often repeated: Reſolutions for that 
purpoſe, and; pray unto God for the proſperity of this Work. 
in his Hands, and not believe, the vain inſinuations of ſuch who 
profeſs much Loyalty to him, while he is ſerving their ends, 
but in the diſappointments thereof, becomes his ſecret Enemies: 
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And ifany inquire who, and what I am, they may affure then 
ſelves that 1 aina Difſexter frem the Church of Englaxd, and have 
ſobeen mcr. then Forty Years; and be aſſured alfo,that 1 am not - 
a Roman Catholick, but cae that defires the Good of all Men, ard 
that yons mzy iufter for Conſcience ſake, and do pray for the 
King ad Lovic 3atarein Anthority under him, that we all may 
lead our iives in ail Godlineſs.ird Honeſty, and that as the Lord 
hath begun this grea: Work by him, ſo he may live to ſee the 
ſame perieacd, and that ke may have his Reward from God ac- 
cordingly,and we all apeaceable Government under him, that 
God may kave the Glory of all for cyer. 

I am of the pure Religion, which is to viſit Fatherleſs and Wid- 

| dows in their Afﬀiittion, and keep unſpotted of the World 


OO o_—_ 


| — 


Deven f1. 1d General. Quarterial Seffion, Pacis Dom. 
| Regis tent. apud Caſtr. Exon. in & pro Comitat. pred. 
Secnnio die Octobris, Anno Regui Dom. noſtri Cargs 
li Secundi Dei gratia Angliz, Scotie, Francie, & 
bernie Regis, Fidei Defezſor, &C. T17ice//nmo quinto, 
Amnnoque Dom. 1683. ” 


E have been {o abundantly . convinced of 

the Seditious and Rebellious Practices of 

the Sattaries and Phanaticks, who 

| through the Courſe of above One hundred years ſince we 

were firſt infefted with 'em, have ſcarce afforded this 

unhappy Kingdom any interyal of reſt from their Horrid 

Treaſons, as that we muſt eſteem *em, net only the 0- 

pen Enemies of our Eſtabliſhed Government, but to all | 
_ the common Principles of Society and Humanity it ſelf. 
Wherefore, that we may prevent their Horrid Conſpira- 
cies for the time to come, and ſecure (as much as 1n us 
lies) our moſt Gracious KING andthe GOV ER Ne 


MEN LI trom the Fury and Malice of. 'em, were- \ 
folve | 


- 
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jolve to pur the Scvereſt of theLawes (which we find too 
Eaſie-and Gentle, unleſs enlivened by a vigorous Executi- 
on) inforce againſt "em. D | 
1, WeAgree and Reſolve, in every Diviſion of this 
Country, to require ſufficient Sureties for the good A- 


'bearing and Peaceable Behaviour of all ſuch as we may 


july tuſpect, or that we can receive any credible Intor- 


mation againſt, that they have been at any Conven- 


ticles & Unlawful Meetings, or at anyFactious or Seditt- 


ous Clubs ;. or that have by any Diſcourſes diſcovered | 


themſelves to be diſ-affe&ed to the preſent Eſtabliſhed 


 Government,either in Church or State;or that have been 


the Authors or Publiſhers of any Seditious Libels ; or 
that ſhall not inall things duely conform themſelves to the 
preſent Eftabliſhed Government. 

2. Becauſe we have a ſort of Falſe Men, and more 
Pertidious than profeſſed Phanaticks, who either want- 
ing Courage to appear in their own ſhape, or the better 
to bring about their Treaſonable Deſigns, privately Aſſo- 
ciate with, and encourage the Seditious Clubs of the 
Sectaries, and with them Plot heartily againſt the Go- 
vernment ; and yet, that they may pals unſuſpected, 
ſometime appear in the Church with a falſe ſhew of 
Conformity, only to ſave their Money, and the better to 
ſerve their FaCtion: That we may (if poſſible) diſtin- 
guiſh and know all ſuch dangerous Enemies, we will 
{trictly require all Church-wardens and Conſtables, at all 
our Monthly Meetings, togive us a full account of all 
ſuch as do not every Sunday reſort to their own Pariſh 
Churches, and are not at the beginning of Divine Service, 
and do not behave themſelves Orderly and Soberly there, 
obſerving all ſuch deſentCeremonies as the Laws enjoyn : 
And that they likewiſe Preſent unto us the Names bo - 


LY 
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ſuch as have not received the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper in their own Pariſh Churches Thrice in 


the Year. | 
3- Being fully ſatisfied, as well by the clear Evidence 
of the late Horrid PLOT, as by-our own l3ngand fad. 


Experience, That the Non-confermiſt Preachers are the® 


Authors and Fomenters of this Peſtilent FaQion, and the. 
imolacable Enemies of the Fftabliſhed Government, and 
to whom the late Execrable Treaſons, which have had 
ſuch diſmal effects in this Kingdom, are principally to be: 
imputed, and who by their preſent obſtinate refuling to 
Take and Subſcribe an Oath and Declaration, That they 
do not hold it Lawful to take up 4 R M'S againſt the 


KING, and that they will not endeavour any Alteration 


of Government either in Church or State; do neceſſarily 
enforce us to conclude, that they are {till reagy to engage 
themſclves, Gf not aCtually engaged) 1n ſonfie Rebellious 
Conſpiracy againſt the KING , and to invade and Sub- 
veit his GOVERNMENT: Wherefore we ce- 
ſolvein every Pariſh of this Countyy to leave {trict War- 
rants in the hands of all Conſtables, for the Seizing of 
ſuch perſons. And as an encouragement to all Officers 
and others, that ſhall be inſtrum-ntal in the apprehend- 
ihg of any ofthem, ſo.as they may be brought to Juſtice, 


we will give and allow Forty {hillings, as a Reward, 
for - every Non-conformiſt Preacher that ſhall be ſo 


ſecured. And we Reſolve to proſecute them, and all o- 
- therſuch Dangerous Enemies of the Goverament, and 
common Aolenters from Church, and Frequenters of 
CONVENTICLES, according to the Directi- 


on5 of a Law made in the Five and ih! meh Year of the : 
Reign of Queen ELIAABE T H, Entituled, A#- 


et . for the keeping Her Majeſtics Subjefts in due 
UCUBEDIENGE. Lathe 
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Lafily. 'That we may never forget» the infinite Mere 
cies of Almighty God ,1n the-lace W ondertul Del:vcrance 
of our Gracious KING, and His Deareit b R Qs 
THER, and all His Loyal Subjects, (who weredelign- 
ed tor a Mallacre) from rhe Horrid Conſpiracy ot the 
D/anaticks, an4 cherr Accomplices; and rhat we may 
perpecuate as well our own Thankfulneſs , as their In- 
tamy, that che Generations to come may - know their 
Treachery, andavoid and never truſt men of ſuch Prin- 
_ ciples more; and alfo.chat we our ſelves may perform our 
pablick duty co Almighty God, betore we encer upon the 
publick Service of our Country : We Order, Refolve,and 
Agree, with Advice and .oncurrence of the Right Reve- 
rend Father in God.our much Honored and Worthy Lord 
* Biſhop tq give and beſtow for theBeautifying ofthe Chap- 
pel in the Caſtle of Exoz, and for the ereCting of decent 
Seats there, Ten pounds : And we will likewile give and 
continue Six pounds to be paid yearly toiany one of rhe 
Church of Exon, whom the ſaid Lord Bibop ſhall ap- 
point, toread the Ciwize Service with the Prayers lacely 
appointed for the day ot "Thankſgiving on the Ninth of 
September laſt, and to Preach a Sermon exhorring ro O- 
BEDIENCE, inthe ſaid Chappel, on the firtt day 
of every general Quarter-Szſſ1ons of the Peace held in 
the ſaid - aſtle, to begin preciſely at Eight of the Clock 
in the Morning. 

And may the Mercies of Heaven (whieh are infinite) 
always proteCt our Religious and Gracious K I N G, his 
Deareſt BROTHER, and every Branch of that 
ROYAL FAMILY; and mav all the Treaſon- 
able Conſpiracies of thoſe Rebellious Schiſqpaticks be 
always thus happily prevenced. 4 


Hugo V aug han, Cler. Pacis Com. os 
| _—_ 


pe, * 
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That the eentrined Care of His Majefties Fuſtices of the Peace 
for the County of DEVON, for the Safety of His Majeſties 
Sacred Perſon, the preſervation of the Publick, Peace, and advance- 
ment of true Religion, may be fuller known, and have a better Efult ; 
1 do hereby Order and Require all the C LERGY of my Dyoceſs 
mithinthe Connty of Devon, deliberately to publiſh this Order, the 
next Sunday after it ſhall be tendred to them. : 


: The. Exon. 


Poſtſcripr. 
Intended brevity in this Paper, for ſhould I have ſet my ſelf 
to anſwer all Particulars in the ſaid Letter and Devonſhire 
| Orders,it might amount even toa Volume,to ſet forth the ſe- 
cret Treachery & falſe Inſinuations againſt theKing in the Lerrer, 
and cruel Intentions and Reſolutions in the Devonfhire Orders,be- 
fore mentioned. However, l thonght meet that the Jaſt of theſe 
Orders may be with what is before expreſſed expoſed to publick 
view, that all may ſee the nature of that Spirit, which hath ex- 
erciſed ſuch Cruelty on Innocent People, and what their Reſoln- 
tions further were, if the Lord for his Ele& ſake, had not raiſed 
up, and put it into the Heart of the King to ſhorten the days of 
their Power; and againſt all the Jealouſies and Fears ſuggefted, 
that this preſent Liberty and Freedom is but to make way for 
further Bondage and Slavery, that ſo they may uphold thoſe 
cruel Laws and Teſts, for a future opertunity to exerciſe their 
former Tyranny,and is it Condemnable in the Charch of Rome, 
and Juftifiable in the Churci of Evgland. | 
. . Itsleft to the ſerious cenſideration of all that loves true Free- 
.dom rather then cruel Bondage, whether it be not far better to 
acceptand truſt the King, for the Liberty and Freedom promiſe 
in his. Princely Declaration, and ſince often confirmed by ex- 
preſling the reality and ſincerity of his Reſolutions therein, the:1 
| Jabour to uphold thoſe Laws and Teſts that may inable thoſe 
Church of England Men to proſecute their cruel Intentions and 
Chr Ry C Reſolutions: | 


ax 
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Reſolutions In thoſe Orders expreſs*d, which tho bit the Orders 
21.d Reſolutions of the Biſhop, Juſtices and Grand Jury of one 
County, yet without much ſtraining may be taken for the gene 
ral Reſolutions of the Church of England, whoſe Praftice hath 
ſpoken forth as much. : 

- Yet one thing more coming to my view, I leave to be conſider- 
cd, the Author of the Letter ſaith, The Church of Rome dorh 
not only diſlike the allowing of Liberty,but byits Principles 1t cannot do 
it. I anſwer, ls not the Principles of the Church of Englanad,zarnd 
ſome others not far difterent,tho Diſlenting from them, the ſame? 
their practices have evinced it. However the King hath not only 
declared it to be his Principle, That Conſcience ought net to be 
fore't, and that all Men onght roenjey the Liberty of therr Cor ſcience; 
but hath performed the ſame accordingly. And when the for- 
mer King Chales the Second had giver out a Declaration to that 
purpoſe, what oppoiition did the Church of England make againſt 
it, pretending a diſlike of the manner ofit,but never offered todo 
in a way which they might account legal; but rather cruſh'd it 
in the Bud, plainly manifeſting their Principles to: be ſuch, that 
none ſhould enjoy that Liberty but themſelves; and no are 
greatly offended that the King that now is hath done it; ſo that 
its evident, it ſhould never be done 1f they conld helpit: And 
now whether it be not beſt for the Diſſez#ters to chuſe the New 
Friends before the Old ; but they ſay, This will ot hold, its good 
to hold it while we can, and if it be taken away we are but where 
we were before, ſome in Goals -till Death ſet them ar Liber ty, 
and others Goods ſpoyled by the worſt of Men, being let looſe 
for that purpoſe, and no guard for them, unleſs purchaſed with 
the loſs of a good Conſcience. ; 

I further anſwer, ſuppoſe.the Principles of the Chureh 'of 
Rome be ſuch, the Church of Exgland is the ſame ; but can. nei- 
ther of theſe be Converted from ſuch Principles ? they are not 
likely-while they account them Juſt and Good : Now that the 
Church of England do {o account them their Sentiments: in the 
Devorſuire Orders do manifeſt, and their Refolves to proſecute 
them accordingly, and what elſe can be expected ſhould hinder 
them, for they will have their Sacrifice, tho: without Mercy to 
the roor Widdows and Fatherleſs; for if they will not come to 

Church 
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Proſper the King in this Work he hath begun, and diſcover, 
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Church and ſtay their ll thz rine of their Divine Service, they” 
muſt have no Rettef by their Dewonſhire Law, and ſo here's li.clE 
hope of the Coverſion of the Church of Exeland from this Prin- 
ciple, and therefcre its good that thoſe Laws may be taken away 
that gives th:m p:-wer to put them in Practice. 

And now. whether that the King, if his Principles 1 were ſich 
as theſe Men ſurge't, (bur himſelf otherwiſe affirms) whether 
there be not'a pollivility that he may be Converted? Was not Paul 
while' Saul a Perſecutor, yet by the Loris Power Converted ? 
King Manafſeth the like. And now whether there is not as much 
hope of this Kings Converſion as the Church of England's, if not 
from his Religion, yet from this Principle, which yet he hath 
declared 1s not his Principle, and by his Prafice hath put a limit 
tothe ſame, and propoſed a wayto cut off its Power forever,and 
ſettle Freedom, & Liberty of Conſcience,ſo that it ſhall not be in the 
Power of after Agesto alterit; and fo let's try whether the 
King intends as he ſays, and let a Parliament when called be 
ready tc joyn with him therein ; ard I doubt not but the Ever- 
laſting Almighty God will add a Bleſling unto a Work ſo accep- 


table ro him. 
And therefore let me conclude with this, The Lerd B ſs and 


Conſpiracies, Councells.and Contrivings of all that d gn th oppoſe or 
hinder the ſame, and Crown him with Everlaſting ”" e in the World 


58 Come. | . 
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Advertiſement. 


Perſwaſive to Moderation to C A” Diſſenters, in Wo. 

dence and Conſcience Humbly ſubmitted to the King and 
his'Great Councel. By one of the Humbleſt and moff Dutiful of his 
Difſenting Subje&s. 

Remarks upon a Pamphlet.Stiled, A Letter g0. F Difſemter$&C. 
In another Letter to the fame Diſſenter: REIN | 

Vox Cleri pro Rege : Or the Rights of the Inipepial Soveraignty 
of the Crown of Exglaxd Vindicated. In Reply toa late Pamphlet 
pretending to anſwer a Book, entituled the Judgment and. Do- 
f&rine of the Clergy of the Church of England concerning the King Pre- 
rogative in foeBeive with Penal Laws. In a Letter to a Friend. 

Advice to Freeholders and other Eleors of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament. In Relation to the Penal Laws and Teſts. 1 4 
Letter to a Friend in the Country. 

Reaſons for the Repeal of the Teſts. 1» a Letter ro a Friend 1 
the Country. 

Cl, Popery as good as New. Or the Unreaſonableneſs of the 
Church of England in ſome of her DoErines and Practices,and the : 
Reſonableneſ of Liberty of Conſcience. In a Letter from a Pri- 
vate Gentleman in the Country to his Friend a Clergy-Man in' 
the City. 

The Great and Popular Obje&ion againſt the Repeal of the 
Penal Laws and Teſts, briefly ſtated and'confidered. . + 
Pax RKednx, Or the Chriſtian Reconciler. In Three: Parts: 
' Being a Project for Re-uniting all Chriſtians into one ſole Com- 
munion. Done out of French into Engliſh,by Philip Ayres iq. 

. Three Letters tending to demonſtrate how the Security of 
$his Nation againft all Future Perſecution. for Religion, lys in 
| the Aboliſhment of the preſent Penal Laws and Tefts, and in 
the Eſtabliſhment of a New Law for Univerſal Liberty of 
_ Conſcience. 

A Rational Catechiſm : Or, An inftradive Conference be- 
rween a Father and a Son.” 1By hit: "Author a 10 'T hree 


{_etters. L 


All Sold at the Three Keys, in Nags-Head-Court, in Gras 
Church-Street, over-againſt the _— 


